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existence was more painful to him than ever, he might very naturally, after her death, be tenderly disposed to charge himself with slight omissions and offences, the sense of which would give him much uneasiness1. Accordingly we find, about a year after her decease, that he thus addressed the Supreme Being: ' O LORD, who givest the grace of repentance, and nearest the prayers of the penitent, grant that by true contrition I may obtain forgiveness of all the sins committed, and of all duties neglected in my union with the wife whom them hast taken from me ; for the neglect of joint devotion, patient exhortation, and mild instruction2.' The kindness of his heart, notwithstanding the impetuosity of his temper, is well known to his friends ; and I cannot trace the smallest foundation for the following dark and uncharitable assertion by Sir John Hawkins: ' The apparition of his departed wife was altogether of the terrifick kind, and hardly afforded him a hope that she was in a state of happiness3.1 That he, in conformity with the opinion of many of the most able, learned, and pious Christians in all ages, supposed that there was a middle state after death, previous to the time at which departed souls are finally received to eternal felicity, appears, I think, unquestionably from his devotions4; 'And, O LORD, so far as it may be lawful in mo5, I commend to thy fatherly goodness the soul of my departed wife; beseeching thee to grant her whatever is best in her
' ' When a friend is carried to his     gatory, or 'a middle state,' as Johnson
grave, we at once find excuses for     calls it is discussed, and Boswull'n
every weakness,  and  palliations  of     Hebrides, Oct. 25, 1773. every fault; we recollect a thousand         s In the original, ' lawful for me.'
endearments, which before glided off     Much the same prayer Johnson madi:
our   minds   without   impression,   a     for his mother.   Pr. and Med. p. 38.
thousand favours unrepaid, a thou-     On Easter Day, 1764, he records :-
sand duties unperformed ; and wish,     'After sermon I recommended Tetty
vainly wish, for his  return,  not  so     in a prayer by herself; and my father,
much that we may receive, as that     mother,   brother,   and  Bathurst   ill
we may bestow happiness, and re-     another.    I did it only once, so fill'
compense that kindness which  be-     as it might be lawful for me.'   Ib. p.
fore we never understood.'  Rambler,     54.    On the death of Mr. Thralc he
No. 54.                                                 wrote, ' May God that delighteth in
a Pr. and Med. p. 19.    BOSWELL.      mercy have ]iad mercy on thee.'   Ib.
3  VLavAiims'sLifc of Johnson, p.3i6.     p.   191;   and later on, 'for Henry BOSWELL.                                             Thrale, so far as is lawful, I humbly
4  See post, Oct.   26, 1769,  where     implore  thy mercy  in   his  present the Roman Catholic doctrine of pur-     state.'   Ib. p. 197.
presents Johnson, p. 313.
